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CYPEUS: 



ENGLAND'S NEW POSSESSION. 



The exceptional interest that is at present 
awakened in Cyprus in connection with 
the progress of events in the East, makes 
it fitting that Christians should endeavour 
to recall its sacred associations, and study 
its place in Bible History. 

The object of this little book, in which 
reference will be made to every passage 
in Holy Scripture which makes mention 
of the island or its people, is to aid ilvo&fe, 
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who are disposed to do so: and when we 
remember that its early occupants can 
be traced as far back as to Noah; that 
it was one of the first places out of Pales- 
tine where the gospel was preached; and 
that it is probably destined to be a spot 
of great importance in connection with 
the fulfilment of ancient prophecy, and 
the return of the Jews to their own land, 
we shall probably feel an increased desire 
to know all that is said about it in the 
Word of God. 

The general history of the island may 
be easily obtained by consulting the ordi- 
nary treatises on geography: and within 
the last few weeks the newspaper press 
has devoted much space to the subject; 
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so that we need not occupy our time with 
this. Neither will our book touch upon 
matters political. 

No doubt there is some difference of 
opinion amongst us in regard to the Treaty 
which has just been concluded between 
Great Britain and Turkey : I am not to 
enter on this question : but looking to 
the accomplished fact, that Cyprus has 
virtually become an English possession, 
and that the British flag now waves 
over the consulate at Larnaka, it cannot 
but be interesting to review the past 
history of the island, in so far as it is 
linked with Bible narrative. 

The most easterly of the islands of the 
Mediterranean, Cyprus is also one of the 
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largest, and in importance only second to 
Sicily. 

It is situated in what may be called 
the north-east corner of the Great Sea, 
hawing to the north of it the coast of Asia 
Minor, and to the east the coast of Syria. 

The Syrian coast, anciently known as 
Phoenicia, is not more distant from it than 
is Dublin from Anglesea; and Pliny men- 
tions the impression which existed in his 
day, that at an earlier time, when the 
level of the Mediterranean Sea was lower, 
Cyprus was connected with the mainland. 
About 140 miles in length, the island on 
its western side is nearly sixty miles 
broad: and if you look at it on the map, 
you will not be surprised to be told that 
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in olden times it was sometimes likened 
to a deer's skin spread out. It is charac- 
terized by numerous bold promontories 
and headlands, rocky reefs, and a range 
of lofty mountains. 

An idea of its superficial extent may 
be formed by thinking of the area of 
Suffolk and Essex combined, while the 
grandeur of its scenery may be imagined 
when it is remembered that its mountains, 
of which the most famous is Mount 
Olympus, attain in some places to nearly 
twice the height of the loftiest in our own 
island. Its central position, and compara- 
tive proximity to Asia Minor, Phoenicia, 
and Egypt, made it a great rendezvous for 
merchants; and when to this we add its 
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singular productiveness, we cannot wonder 
that it was an object much coveted by the 
Oriental Powers from the most ancient 
times. 

It was early famous for its great fertility, 
corn, wine, and oil being produced in 
much abundance and in highest perfection. 
The soil yields all kinds of grain, together 
with flax and cotton and other articles of 
merchandise. There are extensive forests 
of oak, walnut, and other sorts of timber ; 
its noble cedars were said to surpass in 
dimension those of Lebanon; and it was 
an ancient boast of the Cyprians that they 
could build and complete their ships with- 
out any aid from foreign countries. 

It is also rich in mineral products and 
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precious stones, in salt and alum, and 
above all in copper, of which indeed a 
finer quality and larger quantity were here 
obtained than from any other mines known 
to the ancient world. Perhaps you are not 
aware that our English word ' copper ' con- 
tains a hint of this, being derived from the 
Latin Cyprum or ces Cyprium, the name 
given by the Romans to this metal on 
account of the abundance of it found in 
Cyprus. From all this you may justly 
conclude that under an intelligent and 
practical management, the island is capable 
of developing vast resources, and of prov- 
ing a valuable possession. 

Its chief want is water, six or seven 
months sometimes passing without a drop 
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of rain; at the same time, by general 
testimony, the climate is by no means 
unhealthful. The rainy season is commonly 
confined to the last three months of the 
year, and when it is over leaves the island 
in a state of singular beauty and fertility, 
which continues until the summer heat 
begins to set in, as it does in early June ; 
after this, and on till the month of October, 
the temperature is almost tropical, vegeta- 
tion is withered, and manual labour in the 
daytime almost impossible. The destruc- 
tion of the ancient forests, however, has 
probably had much to do with this want 
of humidity, which may return when the 
island is placed in a higher state of 
cultivation. The temperature varies in 
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different parts ; in the northern region, 
which is the most hilly and barren, the 
heat is tempered by the winds from the 
Karamanian Mountains, on the highest 
parts of which the snow lies all the year. 
The richest and most pleasant portions 
of the island are in the vicinity of Cerenea 
and Baffo. 

Cyprus has hitherto been but little 
visited by travellers, owing probably to 
the erroneous reports which have been 
given of it. There is no reason, however, 
why it should not be visited by English 
tourists as well as any other part of the 
Levant. 

About twenty years ago, the population, 
of which more than two-thirds are Greek 
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Christians, was estimated at 180,000 ; but 
under Turkish misrule has been steadily- 
diminishing, until now it is probably not 
much over 100,000, or a fourth part of the 
population of such a city as Manchester or 
Liverpool. 

The principal towns of the island in 
ancient times were Salamis on the east, 
Citium on the south, and Paphos on the 
west, corresponding pretty nearly to the 
modern towns of Famagosta, Larnaka, and 
Baffo: two of the names now mentioned 
will be recognized by Bible readers as 
occurring in the Acts of the Apostles. 

As to its religion, Cyprus was at a very 
early period famous in connection with the 
worship of Venus, the Syrian Astarte or 
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Ashtaroth, 'the goddess of the Zidonians' 
referred to in several places of the Old 
Testament. 

The Israelites were often tempted to 
join in the worship of this deity, and, as 
you may remember, were adjured in the 
most solemn manner to put away from 
them 'their strange gods and Ashtaroth. 7 
The same goddess was known as Aphro- 
dite (a<j>pb<; being the Greek for froth or 
foam), because she was supposed to have 

been J^orn from the foam of the sea. She 
was also called Cypria, because much wor- 
shipped in the island; and Paphia, on 
account of a splendid temple in her 
honour that was erected at Paphos, where 
also she had a celebrated altar on which 
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it was believed not a drop of rain ever 

fell 

The Venus-worship of Cyprus was fear- 
fully licentious, and, as may be supposed, 
had a disastrous effect upon the character 
and habits of the people. 

One dare not even mention the vices 
which reigned without restraint amongst 
them ; and as the indulgence of the lowest 
passions was consecrated by the sanction 
of their religion, the Cypriotes became 
notorious for grosser forms of unblushing 
immorality than probably prevailed in 
any other part of the East. 

Well might an Apostle speak of the 
' lasciviousness, lusts, revellings, and abo- 
minable idolatries' wherein they thought 



England? s New Possession. 17 



it strange that the Christian converts would 
not. run with them to the same excess of 
riot. The polluted worship of Cyprus had 
been originally brought over from Assyria 
or Phoenicia ; and as from its geographical 
position the island was naturally the meet- 
ing-place of the Oriental and the Greek 
modes of thought and forms of social life, 
the beautiful creations of Western genius 
became mingled with the gross supersti- 
tions of the East, and, as Athanasius re- 
marks, ministered to the deification of lust. 
The island of Cyprus is mentioned seven 
or eight times in the New Testament, and 
occupies so honourable a place in the early 

* 

history of Christianity, that we may well 

wonder so little attention has been given 

2 
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to it. We must go back to the Old Testa- 
ment, however, to find the first allusion to 
it and to its people in Holy Scripture. 

Indeed, if we turn to Genesis x. 1-4, we 
are carried back to an era as remote as 
that of Noah himself. ' Now these are 
the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth : and unto them were 
born sons after the flood. The sons of 
Japheth : Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, 
and Javan, etc., . . . and the sons of 
Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Do- 
danim.'* The family of Kittim, or Chit- 
tim, is believed to have migrated from 
Phoenicia to Cyprus, and to have founded 

* It is interesting to observe that in the Septua- 
gint the two last of these names appear as K^not, 
'Po&ot, Cetians, Khodians. 
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the town of Citium, afterwards called 
Chitti, on the eastern coast of the island, 
which came to be known as the Isle of 
Chittima. Josephus expressly states that 
'Chittima is now called Cyprus;' and 
Cicero speaks of the Citians or Cyprians 
as a colony from Phoenicia. 

The next reference in Scripture will be 
found in Numbers xxiv. 24, in one of the 
inspired utterances of the prophet Balaam, 
where he predicts that a fleet should pro- 
ceed from the island for the destruction of 
Assyria. 'And ships shall come from the 
coast of Chittim, and shall afflict Asshur, 
and shall afflict Eber, and he also shall 
perish for ever/ Other passages speak of 
an intimate connection of a mercantile 
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_ x^. 

character between Chittim and the Phoeni- 
cian coast, and chiefly of close relations 
with Tyre, the principal city of that sea- 
board, and long regarded as mistress of the 
seas. There is a remarkable prediction 
in Isaiah xxiii. 1 and 12, relating to the 
destruction of that wealthy and luxurious 
city, and intimating to the merchants of 
Tarshish, probably some southern port on 
the Spanish coast, on which a colony of 
Phoenicians had settled, that in vain should 
they send their ships to Tyre, and that as 
they touched at the island of Chittim they 
should learn the news of its ruin. "The 
burden of Tyre. Howl, ye ships of Tar- 
shish : for it is laid waste, so that there is 
no house, no entering in : from the land of 
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Chittim it is revealed to them. . . . And 
he said, Thou shalt no more rejoice, O thou 
oppressed virgin, daughter of Zidon : arise, 
pass over to Chittim : there also shalt thou 
have no rest/ 

The articles of merchandise which, ac- 
cording to the prophet Ezekiel, Tarshish 
supplied to Tyre, are precisely those which 
from other authorities we know to have 
been the chief productions of the Spanish 
Peninsula. As to silver and iron, we have 
the testimony of Diodorus and Pliny that 
these metals were found in considerable 
abundance; and to the present day the 
lead and tin mines are worked with energy 
and success. 

We have evidence that the Phoenician 
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traders made distant voyages to Western 
Europe, reaching as far as Great Britain 
itself: and it is interesting to think that 
so early as the times of Isaiah, there was 
a regular traffic between the Spanish and 
the Syrian coasts, and that to this refer- 
ence is made in the passage which has 
just been quoted. 

Turning to the prophecy of Jeremiah 
ii. 10, we find another interesting allusion 
to the island. The Lord is reproaching 
His covenant people for their unfaithful- 
ness to Himself. Although blest with the 
knowledge of the true Jehovah, they had 
forsaken His worship, and given their 
hearts to idols. "What iniquity/ asks 
God, ' have your fathers found in Me, that 



\ 
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they are gone far from Me ? ' Such incon- 
stancy was not to be found even amongst 
the idolatrous heathen ; as Cicero long ago 

* 

observed, there is nothing in regard to 
which nations are more stedfast and un- 
alterable than the deities whom they 
worship. The Lord appeals to this fact, 
and contrasts the constancy of the Gentile 
peoples whose gods were ' vanities/ with 
the fickleness of the house of Israel, privi- 
leged as they were with the knowledge 
of the true God. He bids them go to the 
west and to the east, and see whether they 
could discover instances of such unfaithful- 
ness. ' For pass over to the isles of Chittim, 
and see; and send unto Kedar, and con- 
sider diligently, and see if there be such 
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a thing : hath a nation changed their gods, 
which are yet no gods ? But My people 
have changed their glory for that which 
doth not profit.' 

The force of the passage will appear the 
greater when it is borne in mind that from 
the higher elevations of Syria in clear 
weather the mountains of Chittim were 
distinctly perceptible. 

As Dr. W. M. Thomson writes : ' I 
have heard it denied, both in and out of 
Palestine, that Cyprus could be seen from 
Lebanon ; but from many a standpoint up 
yonder I have often beheld that favourite 
isle of the Paphian Venus glowing in the 
golden light of our summer evenings. 
More distinctly still is Lebanon visible 
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from Cyprus. There is a splendid view 

of it from the Mountain of the Cross, a few 

miles back of Larnaka; and many years 

ago, when travelling through the island, 

I climbed, with infinite toil, the northern 

range of mountains to a giddy pinnacle, 

not far from the ruined but romantic castle 

of B&ffavento, and from it the higher half 

of Lebanon looked like a huge snow-bank 

drifted up against the sky. Beneath my 

feet rolled the sparkling seas of Cilicia 

and Pamphylia, over which Paul sailed on 

his way to Rome; while, far beyond, the 

glaciers of Taurus flashed back the setting 

sun. Through such an atmosphere, objects 
are visible to a distance quite incredible 

to the inexperienced.' 
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In Ezekiel xxvii. 6 we are again re- 
minded of the intimate connection which 
existed in respect of commerce between 
Tyre and Cyprus. Describing the wealth 
and splendour of that great maritime city, 
the prophet states that her ships were 
constructed and equipped after the costliest 
fashion. The boards were made of the 
fir of Senir, the masts of the cedars of 
Lebanon, and the oars of the oaks of 
Bashan, whilst the benches were formed 
of ivory imported from the isle of 
Chittim. 

The only other allusion to the island in 
the Old Testament is in the prophecy of 
Daniel xi. 30, where it is predicted that 
its ships shall come against Persia, — again 



England's New Possession. 27 

confirming what has already been said of 
its ancient importance in relation to the 
maritime industry of the east. 

Before advancing to the New Testament, 
it should be mentioned, as throwing con- 
siderable light upon what is to follow, that 
there is a reference to Cyprus in the 
Apocrypha (1 Maccabees xv. 23). which 
distinctly implies that before the time of 
Christ there were many Jews resident in 
it. They had doubtless established them- 
selves here in considerable force during the 
period of general commercial activity which 
succeeded the death of Alexander, and may 
be supposed to have been attracted by the 
singular productiveness of the island, its 
trade in wine, and flax, and fruit, and 
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honey, as well as by the farming to Herod 
of its extensive copper mines. 

The first reference in the New Testament 
is the statement in the Acts of the Apostles 
(iv. 36), that Barnabas was a native of 
Cyprus. This excellent man, whose original 
name was Joseph, or Joses, was a disciple 
of Christ, and, if we are to believe certain 
ancient authorities, was one of the seventy 
Evangelists. It is not improbable, how- 
ever, that his conversion took place at a 
more subsequent date. It will be remem- 
bered that on the day of Pentecost there 
were gathered together in Jerusalem ' Jews 
devout men, out of every nation under 
heaven! 

Cyprus, we cannot doubt, considering the 
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large colony of Jews that was already- 
established there, sent its contingent to 
attend the great festival in the Sacred 
City: and of that company, in all likeli- 
hood, was Barnabas, who hearing Peter's 
sermon and participating in the influences 
of the Holy Ghost, became a convert to the 
gospel; and being a man of some property, 

* 

disposed of it by sale, and handed over to 
the Apostles the money it realized, that they 
might use it for the extension of the Chris- 

o 

t 

tian cause. When the persecutor Saul had 
been brought under the power of the 
gospel, and the disciples at Jerusalem, 
remembering his past career, were sus- 
picious of his insincerity, Barnabas fulfilled 
the pleasing office of introducing him to 
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their confidence, and declaring what won- 
ders the Lord had already wrought by him. 
To the fact that Cyprus was the native 
place of Barnabas, may we, with a little 
care, trace the fact that in the overruling 
providence of God this island occupied a 
conspicuous place in the first stages of 
Christian history. When the persecution 
arose about Stephen, and many of the 
disciples were scattered abroad, some of 
them 'travelled as far as Cyprus/ and 
preached the gospel, confining their labours 
to the Jewish colonists. The result was 
that with the Divine blessing conversions 
took place; and not only so, but these 
Cyprian converts, animated with evange- 
listic zeal, hastened over to Antioch, and 
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proclaimed the glad tidings to the Grecians 
resident there ; and with such success, that 
a great number believed and turned unto 
the Lord. 

The news was not long in reaching 
Jerusalem. It is possible the preachers 
were embarrassed with the magnitude of 
the work, or that perplexing questions 
may have arisen in their dealing with the 
Gentile converts, so that they needed 
counsel from head-quarters. Be this as it 
may, the Apostles and elders soon learnt 
of the good work that was going on ; and 
after mutual consultation despatched Bar- 
nabas to Antioch, to make full inquiry, 
and to encourage the converts to stedfast- 
ness in the faith. We can easily perceive 
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the wisdom of their selection, and can 
understand that, as a countryman or fellow- 
islander of these young or at least inex- 
perienced preachers, Barnabas would be the 
most likely man to gain their confidence, 

and be serviceable to them. The result 
fully realized their expectation. The de- 
voted Cyprian evangelist was delighted 
with what he saw and heard, and added 
greatly by his faithful exhortations to the 
strength of the Christian cause at Antioch. 
But seeing the magnitude the work was 
assuming, he hastened across to Tarsus to 
secure the co-operation of Saul. We can 
well believe that to the latter it would be 
a pleasant surprise when his old friend 
appeared in the streets of his native town, 
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and so interested was he in the account 
given him of the gracious work going on, 
that he was easily persuaded to return 
with him t to the Syrian metropolis, where 
'for a whole year they assembled them- 
selves with the Church, and taught much 
people/ 

It will »be remembered that it was at 
Antioch that the first Christian mission 
was organized. The Church there 'had now 
become consolidated, and possessed a num- 
ber of devoted prophets and teachers, of 
whom five are mentioned by name in 
Acts xiii. 1. 

As these men, and probably others with 

them, were engaged in solemn religious 

exercises, a remarkable Divine comniuni- 

3 
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cation was made to them, instructing them 
to set apart Barnabas and Saul for a 
special ministry to which the Lord had 
called them. In what particular method 
this intimation of the Divine will was 
made, we are not informed; but it was 
immediately acted upon, and these two 
brethren were, by fasting and prayer and 
the laying-on of hands, solemnly ordained 
as Christian missionaries. Up to this time, 
apparently, their precise destination had 
not been revealed; but now they receive 
an additional communication from above, 
instructing them that Cyprus is to be the 
first field of their labour. 

No special reasons are given us for the 
selection of this island ; buc the fact that 
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the Jews were numerous there, and that 
it lay in the direct route of vessels bound 
for the western world, may have been an 
important element in the case. 

The principal towns of the island at 
that period were Salamis and Paphos, the 
former being on the eastern side, and 
accordingly the first to be visited. As 
the two missionaries reflected on the work 
that lay before them, they would realize 
the magnitude and difficulty of the under- 
taking, and their entire dependence for 
success on the blessirig of Heaven. The 
population of the island must have pre- 
sented to them anything but a hopeful 
field for the speedy triumph of the Cross. 

The pure and holy religion of Jesus 
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would have tremendous opposition to en- 
counter amongst a people given over to 
superstition and self-indulgence, and to all 
the shameful licence that was sanctioned 
and encouraged in the worship of Aphrodite. 
Still they went forward with hopefulness 
and courage, and great success attended 
their ministry. 

It * would be strange indeed if under 
present circumstances we did not feel a 
special interest in the mission that was 
undertaken by Barnabas and Saul, and a 
strong desire, amounting almost to curiosity 
to be acquainted with all its details. The 
sound of the gospel, it will be remembered, 
was not altogether unknown to the Jews 
at Cyprus. The private disciples, whom 
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persecution had driven from Jerusalem, 
had travelled — some of them — as far as 
the island, and had preached the Word 
of God. But now came the first regular 
and organized effort on the part of the 
Church to send the gospel across the seas : 
and let us not forget (for it deepens the 
thought of our present responsibility) that 
Cyprus was an important link in the chain 
by which Christianity was brought over 
to our own land, that little island being, 
so to speak, the stepping-stone by which 

■ 

it crossed from Syria to the regions west- 
ward. 

Leaving Antioch, then, the three tra- 
vellers — for John Mark was now with 
them as their * minister* or assistant — 
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would probably sail in a small boat down 
the river Orontes to the seaport town of 
Selencia, and there getting on board a 
larger vessel, would go forth to sea in a 
south-westerly direction, already, if the day 
was exceptionally clear, seeing before them, 
towards their right, the faint outline of 
the Cyprus mountains, with the snow- 
capped summit of Mount Olympus, towering 
seven thousand feet above the level of the 
sea.* At length they find themselves glid- 
ing into the bay of Salamis, in those days 
if not the capital at all events the most 



* There is a touch of the graphic in St. Luke's 
expression, Acts xiii. 4, which Dr. Alford brings out 
in his rendering : ' And they tailed away to Cyprus ' : 
as we would say, ' Off they went on their noble expe- 
dition.' 
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important mercantile town in the island. 
We do not know how long they remained 
here, nor what measure of encouragement 
they met with ; but we do know that they 
had free access to the Jewish synagogues, 
and gladly seized the opportunity of 
preaching in them the gospel of the grace 
of God. There still linger in the neigh- 
bourhood memorials of their labour, and 
on the western side of Salamis are the 
ruins of a church and monastery dedicated 
to Barnabas, and a grotto, where tradition 
asserts he was buried after suffering mar- 
tyrdom in the reign of Nero. 

The other principal town of Cyprus in 
those days was Paphos, now called Baffo, 
situated on its western coast ; and guided, 
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as we cannot doubt, by the Spirit of God, 
the missionaries pushed forward to that 
ancient 'and idolatrous place. 

One would have thought that their 
easiest course was by sea, skirting the 
south of the island ; but for some reason 
they preferred to go by road, and would 
find it a journey of about a hundred miles. 
It was not many years before this that 
Paphos had been laid in ruins by a de- 
structive earthquake. The city, however, 
was rebuilt by Augusta, from whence it 
received the name of Augusta or Sebaste, 
though its old title still adhered to it, and 
was that by which it continued to be 
chiefly known. 

Paplios was the residence oi the Roman 



England 1 s Aew Possession. 41 



deputy or Governor, who at this time 
happened to be a man of candid, ingen- 
uous, and inquiring mind, and whose name 
was Sorgius Paulus. Unhappily, he had 
recently come under the influence of a 
Jewish impostor called Barjesus, who com- 
bined the assumptions of a prophet with 
the arts of necromancy, and was making 
some sensation in the town, the moral 
effect of which could scarcely fail to be 
inimical to the success of the Christian 
Evangelists. This wretched man, who had 
the vanity to style himself Elymas, or The 
Wise, had apparently by his arrogant pre- 
tensions obtained considerable power over 
the Roman Pro-Consul ; accordingly we are 
not surprised to learn that whenj the latter 



42 Cyprus : 

gave indication of a desire to listen to 
Barnabas and Saul, he was deeply enraged, 
and not only rudely withstood the Chris- 
tian preachers, but did his best to prejudice 
the Governor against them, and to dissuade 
him from listening to the gospel. It was 
then that, for the first time, the fire and 
energy of Saul (now and henceforth called 
Paul) burst forth; and fixing his eyes 
intently on the lying sorcerer, he uttered 
such awful words of rebuke as filled him 
with trembling and dismay. 

Nor this only; but even as he spoke, 
the profane impostor was stricken with 
blindness ; and he who but a few moments 
before had professed to see further and 
deeper than other men, was now groping 
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in helpless bewilderment, and pitifully 
entreating some one to take him by the 
hand. 

The Roman Governor is filled with 
amazement and awe, and, convinced of 
the truth of the gospel, openly accepts of 
Christ, and joins himself to the ranks of 
His disciples. 

The fact of his conversion would produce 
a powerful impression on the general com- 
munity, and it is not unlikely that the 
whole island was subsequently brought 
under the influence of Christianity. Cer- 
tain it is that Cyprus was the first country 
in the world that was under the authority 
of a Christian ruler. 

This conquest of the gospel was for 
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several reasons specially remarkable. Cy- 
prus, as we have seen, had been notorious 
for its unexampled licentiousness and de- 
basing idolatry. In no part of the world, 
probably, had human nature sunk to a 
lower level in bestiality and superstition. 
Its chosen deity being the symbol of 
unbridled lust, was worshipped with the 
vilest excesses. Paphos in particular was 
the seat of this idolatry. Here it was 
that the fabled goddess first landed on 
emerging from the sea, and here in honour of 
Aphrodite a temple was erected in which 
such shameful rites were practised as made 
Cyprus a subject of reproach and scandal 
even amongst those who had scarcely a 
conception of purity. The island was the 
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strange and ill-fated meeting-place of 
eastern superstition and western atheism, 
of the mysticism of Assyria, and the 
scepticism of Rome ; and when to this we 
add the semblance of culture imported from 
Greece, we can readily believe that in 
the singular compound Christianity found 
an opposition as determined and seemingly 
hopeless to overcome as the world could 
well produce. 

All the more remarkable, therefore, was 
the triumph which it gained, and the 
happy change which it effected on its 
'prudent* and high-minded Governor. 
Rebounding from the philosophic scepti- 
cism which at that time characterized his 
own countrymen, and which denied the 
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supernatural and spiritual, Sergius Paulus 
had felt drawn by a singular fascination 
to the occult studies of the East ; but just 
as his mind hung in the balance, he was 
brought in contact with that which was 
better than either, and yielded up himself 
to the higher claims of Christian truth. 

' Unbelief, when it has become conscious 
of its weakness, is often glad to give its 
hand to superstition. The faith of educated 
Romans was utterly gone. We can hardly 
wonder, when the East was thrown open — 
the land of mystery — the fountain of the 
earliest migrations — the cradle of the ear- 
liest religions — that the imagination both 
of the populace and. of the aristocracy of 
Rome became fanatically excited, and that 
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they greedily welcomed the most absurd 
and degrading superstitions. 

* Not only was the metropolis of the 
empire crowded with hungry Greeks, but 
Syrian fortune-tellers flocked into all the 
haunts of public amusement ; and, as 
Juvenal says, "the Orontes itself flowed 
into the Tiber."'* The Roman deputy, 
however, was not so entirely under the 
influence of the self-styled Elymas as to 
be turned away from the truths which 
Paul declared; and when he listened to 
the terrible rebuke which the Apostle ad- 
ministered to the sorcerer, and saw him 
suddenly stricken with blindness in judg- 
ment on his profanity, 'he believed, 

* < Life and Epistles of St. Paul.' 
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being astonished at the doctrine of the 
Lord/ 

It is worthy of notice that coins are 
still extant on which this very title of 
1 deputy/ or, more correctly, of ' pro-consul/ 
ascribed in the Acts to Sergius Paulus, 
is found, as applied to the Roman Gover- 
nors of Cyprus. 

We are not informed as to the measure 
of success which attended the gospel at 
this time amongst the population of Cyprus, 
but we can scarcely doubt that the con- 
version of the pro-consul would have con- 
siderable effect in breaking down prejudice, 
and disposing both Jews and Gentiles at 
least to listen to its message. 

It is not without feelings of sadness that 
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we think of the unhappy misunderstanding 
that at a later period divided friends so 
closely and lovingly associated together as 
were Barnabas and Paul. 

As it was the Holy Ghost that at the 
beginning of their united ministry had 
commanded that both should be separated 
from their brethren for the work of the 
Lord, so, we must fear, was it another spirit 
that now intruded to break the harmoDy, 
and make the contention ' so sharp between 
them, that they separated one from the 
other/ It is not within the purpose of this 
book to enter into the merits of the con- 
troversy: suffice it to say that when a 
second missionary journey was proposed, 
in order that the two Christian labourers 
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should revisit all the cities where they had 
preached the gospel and founded churches, 
the plan was eventually overthrown by an 
outbreak of human infirmity. Barnabas 
wished to take with them his relative Mark, 
but Paul would not consent to be accom- 
panied by one in whom he had partially 
lost confidence, and whose fellowship he 
did not think would be to their advantage. 
Neither would yield to the other : so they 
chose separate courses, each taking with 
him a new companion; and whilst Paul, 
accompanied by Silas, went through Syria 
and Cilicia, Barnabas, joined by Mark, sailed 
direct for his native island, where, though 
the inspired narrative does not further 
inform us of his work, there is reason to 
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believe that his ministry made a deep im- 
pression, and where to this day his name is 
held in veneration. 

There is another Christian disciple, a 
native of Cyprus, who is honourably men- 
tioned on the sacred page, though it is but 
little we know of him ; this good man 
Mnason by name, is described as an old 
disciple, and was not improbably a wealthy 
one, as he is specially referred to in connec- 
tion with the hospitality which he readily 

offered to Paul and his companions. 

The other allusions to the island, though 
interesting, are almost purely geographical. 

There is probably not a part of the 

Mediterranean that has not been carefully 

.and minutely surveyed by the British navy ; 
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and the chart of Cyprus and the southern 
coast of Asia Minor throws considerable 
light upon the inspired narrative of the 
voyages of St. PauL The authoritative 
directions now given to mariners in the 
Levant exactly correspond with the de- 
scription in the closing chapters of the 
Acts, showing that the currents which have 
so carefully to be attended to in our own 
times were just those that determined the 
course of navigators eighteen centuries ago. 
On St. Paul's homeward voyage in his 
third missionary tour, we are informed that 
sailing from Patara to Tyre they passed 
within sight of Cyprus on the north, in 
other words they kept it on their left 
hand; but in setting out westward from 
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Syria to Rome on that famous voyage 
which ended in shipwreck and miraculous 
deliverance on the coast of Malta, they 
sailed on the northward side in order to 
be under the lee of the land, and also to 
obtain the advantage of the powerful cur- 
rent which first of all takes a northerly 
direction along the Phoenician coast, and 
then westerly along the shores of Asia 
Minor. The survey of Cyprus, taken a 
few years ago by Captain Graves, R.N., 
affords an interesting confirmation of the 
sacred record, and throws light upon 
several of the incidents mentioned in the 
travels of the great Apostle. 



To those who 'not only devoutly read 
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the Bible, but attentively study the course 
of events and the hand of God in history, 
these scriptural reminiscences may be 
acceptable of an island so prominently 
before the public mind at present, — an 
island in past times so fruitful, and though 
crushed and desolated under centuries of 
wicked misgovernment, still capable of 
being converted into one of the most pro- 
ductive territories of the world. 

It is a spot which cannot fail to possess 
a peculiar interest to Christians, as one 
of the earliest fields of the triumph of 
the Cross, and as destined in all likelihood 
to play no unimportant part in the fulfil- 
ment of prophecy, and in the return to their 
own loved land of the long scattered house 
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of Israel. Only an easy sail of fifty or sixty 
miles from the Syrian port of Lattakia 
(probably the future western terminus of the 
great projected railway to India along the 
valley of the Euphrates, or of the Tigris), 
it is directly on the highway from Eng- 
land to the East; and as it was one of 
the first places out of Palestine to receive 
(through Barnabas) the knowledge of the 
gospel, who can tell whether it may not 
yet be the vehicle by which henceforth 
many a 'son of consolation/ many a 
devoted Christian evangelist, may carry 
back; to the Holy Land the truth it has 

so long despised? 

And as, in God's mysterious providence, 
this island, Beatus Cyprus (' Blest Cyprus '), 
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as Horace once described it, an island 
successively dominated by Phoenician, 
Greek, Roman, Byzantine, Latin, Venetian, 
and Turk, has at last become annexed to 
the crown of England, let us realize 
our responsibility in relation to its be- 
nighted people: and whilst from all sides 
there will be congregating there those who 
are greedy of earthly gain, may the 
Churches of Christ feel a powerful impulse 
at once to enter the open door, and preach 
the gospel of the grace of God. May we 
not hope that a new and better day is 
dawning for Cyprus, when it shall shake 
off the yoke of slavery and other vile 
Turkish institutions ; and that in this, 
one of the most interesting cemeteries of 
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extinct civilizations, there shall speedily be 
a resurrection of intellectual and spiritual 
life? 

In the Proclamation that has just been 
made to the inhabitants in the name of 
the Queen of England, Her Majesty pro- 
mises ' the adoption of measures best 
calculated to promote and extend commerce 
and agriculture, and afford the blessings 
of freedom, justice, and security;' and 
further intimates that 'no measures will 
be neglected to advance their moral and 
material welfare/ 

God grant that such promises may be 
religiously fulfilled, and that Heaven's 
blessing may descend upon British endea- 
vour ; so that, whereas for long ages Cyprus 
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(which means ' the fair/ or ' beautiful ') has 
been a scene of degradation and a sink of 
pollution, it may yet, in a moral and spiri- 
tual sense, be worthy of its name — a garden 
of the Lord, and an Isle of Saints ! 



Hazell, Watson, and Viney, Printers, London and Aylesbury 



A SELECTION 

FROM THE W6RKS PUBLISHED BY 

HODDER & STOUGHTON. 

27, PATERNOSTER ROW. 



Second Edition, crown 8vo, price 3s. 6d. 

GLIMPSES OF THE INNER LIFE OF 

OUR LORD. 

By Professor W. G. BLAIKIE, D.D., LL.D., 
Author of " Better Days for Working People," etc., etc 

" In this volume from the pen of Dr. Blaikie we find a truer insight into 
the life of the Man Christ Jesus, than in any work which has been issued 
from the press for many years. In all the productions of Dr. Blaikie's pen 
there is a freshness and originality which cannot fail to secure for him a 
cordial welcome, and this result is gained by the use of language at once 
simple and terse." — Edinburgh Daily Review. 



Seventh Edition, Fcap. 8vo, price 3s. 6d. 

TALKING TO THE CHILDREN. 

By ALEXANDER MACLEOD, D.D. 



it 



An exquisite work. Divine truths are here presented in simple lan- 
guage, illustrated by parable and anecdote at once apt and beautiful." — 
Evangelical Magazine. 

" Simple and interesting, and yet orderly and rich in Gospel truth. The 
book is full of illustrative matter, used most adroitly and pertinently."— 
Sunday School Chronicle. 



Fourth Edition, cloth, price 3s. 6d. 

THE SONG OF CHRIST'S FLOCK IN 
THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM. 

By the Rev. JOHN STOUGHTON, D.D. 

"Characterised by those qualities of spiritual thoughtfulness and sug- 
gestiveness which are known to be the qualities of the estimable author 
The beauty of style and tenderness of feeling which Dr. Stoughton never 
iails to exhibit will be recognised in these discourses." — Christian World. 

'* Dr. Stoughton illustrates the great verities of the faith by happy 
examples and beautiful thoughts, drawn from the whole range of science, 
art, and nature. A delightful little volume." — Edinburgh Daily Review, 

I 



Sixth Euition, Crown 8yo, cloth, price 3s. 6d. 

DR. TA IMAGE'S "POINTS"; 

Suggestive Passages, Incidents, and Illustrations 

from the Writings of 
T. DE WITT TALMAGE, D.D., of Brooklyn. 

With fine Portrait 



" Dr. Talmage's sermons abound with points wjtfch shine like diamonds 
and pierce like arrows. Those here collected am numerous, suggestive, 
and calculated to be useful to other preachers."- ***** Christian. 

" It is rarely that we come into contact with si ^fflf illustration and 

such fresh and original thought as sparkle in evei ^fef* us -" — Weekly 

Review. 

" The compiler has made a judicious selectioi 
itself to English readers, of some of the brilliam 
cally expressed thoughts which are so marked 
mage's discourses. These are arranged under d 
preceded by a biographical sketch and an ex 
Literary World. 




By the same Auth 
Eighth Edition, Crown 8vo, clot! 

CRUMBS swep: 

Short Essays. 

" Full of pointed, sagacious, and racy things. H — ; 
" Crisp and bright in style, and full of beauti 
Congrega tionalist. 

" Mr. Talmage writes smartly and pointedly, ai 
to his book and read it."— Daily News. 



In Fcap 8vo, price 3s. 

THOUGHTS FOR HEAR: 

By THEODORE L. CUYLER, D.D., 

Being a New Edition, in One Volume, of ' 
Thoughts," and " Heart Ci 

" Good things, strikingly put, abound in his plea 
Trowel. 

" Just the book to take up in spare minutes. Tr ^ . ,*.£uuui and rigorous 
tone maintained throughout is most welcome, especially as it is accompanied 
by a certain brightness of style which renders the various essays far more 
attractive than most productions of the kind." — Rock. 

" We cannot but feel a reverent sympathy and admiration for the earnest- 
ness, piety, and kindliness of spirit which breathe in every page. Some of 
the brief chapters on the hymns by Wesley, Watts, Toplady, Cowper, and 
others, are especially attractive." — Nonconformist, 

2 



THOMAS COOPER'S 
CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE SERIES 

Price 2s. 6d. each Volume. 



I. HISTORICAL EVIDENCE :— 

THE BRIDGE OF HISTORY OVER 
THE GULF OF TIME. 

A Popular View of the Historical Evidence for the Truth of 
Christianity. Seventeenth Thousand. Fcap. 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

2. THE BEING OF GOD ;— 

GOD, THE SOUL, AND A FUTURE 

ST A TE. 

A Twofold Popular Treatise. Containing (i) the Conr$ned 
Argument for the Being and Attributes of God; and (2)" the 
Argument for Man's Spiritual Nature and for a Future State. 
Seventh Thousand. 2s. 6d., cloth. 

3. THE RESURRECTION :— 

THE VERITY OF* CHRIST S RESUR- 
RECTION FROM THE DEAD. 

An Appeal to the Common Sense of the People. Fourth 
ThQusand. Fcap. 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

4. MIRACLES : — 

THE VERITY AND VALUE OF THE 
MIRACLES OF CHRIST. 

An Appeal to the Common Sense of the People. Fourth 
Thousand. Fcap. 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

5. EVOLUTION, &c. r— 

EVOLUTION, THE STONE BOOK, AND 
THE MOSAIC RECORD OF CREATION . 
Second Thousand. "Fcap. fcvo, ^Tica *fcs»» ^^» 



THE FIVE SHILLING PRESENTATION SERIES. 



Uniform, cloth elegant, crown 8vo, bevelled boards, 5s. each. 

I. 

Third Edition. 

NOTHING BUT LEAVES. 

By SARAH DOUDNEY, 
Author of " The Great Salterns," etc., etc. 

" Miss Doudney is known as a writer of graceful poems as well as a story- 
writer, and the delicacy which characterises her verses is reflected in her 
prose style. It is a tale of a pleasing kind, quite free from the unhealthy 
excitement which is sometimes not absent even in books of fiction written 
for the young." — Daily News. 

" One of the most charming and exquisitely told tales that we ever had 
the pleasure of perusing. The tale is deeply interesting and full of power." — 
Literary World, 

II. 

Third Edition. 

THE SISTERS OF GLENCOE; OR, 
LETITIA'S CHOICE. 

By EVA WYNN. 

" The lesson enforced is rendered clear and striking, and we can only be- 
speak for it the attention it deserves." — Pictorial World, 

" The book is well got up, and, being written with a purpose, we trust it 
will be read in many a home, and reach many a heart."-— Christian, 

'* We sincerely hope it may be useful. It has reached a third edition, 
which speaks well for its author's powers of interesting her readers." — 
Record, 

III. 

Second Edition. 

LAURA LIN WOOD; OR, THE COST 
OF AN ACCOMPLISHMENT. 

By the Author of «' The White Cross and Dove of Pearls." 

" . , . , The story is cleverly written." — Guardian. 
" The book is well written and interesting."— CV>»r/ Circular* 
"The tale is very readable, skilfully imagined, and, we are afraid, of a 
needed purpose, "—Nonconformist, 



THE FIVE SHILLING SERIES CONTINUED. 



IV. 

DAFT DAVIE, 

And other Sketches of Scottish Life and Character, 

By S. R. WHITEHEAD, 

Author of " Rose .Douglas." 

" It is replete with an elevated and unaffected piety, the exhibitions ol 
which are most winsome. In its straightforward simplicity, natural truth, 
and graphic minuteness, in its felicitous delineation of quaint characters, 
its touches of irresistible humour, its passages of unelaborated pathos, and 
in the pervading purity and religiousness of its spirit, the book has great 
attractiveness and value." — Edinburgh Daily Review. 

V. 

Fourth Edition. 

THE BEGGARS; OR, THE FOUNDERS 
OF THE DUTCH REPUBLIC. 

By J. B. DE LIEFDE, 
Author of " The Maid of Stralsund," eta 

" This is an interesting and animated story." — Athetueum. 

"Is a pretty and genuine historical romance, full of incident, and not 
wanting in colour and lesson. The book is a good and lively one, and we 
cordially recommend it." — The Argosy. 

VI. 
Second Edition. 

THE PERILS OF ORPHANHOOD; OR, 
FREDERICA AND HER GUARDIANS. 

By the Author of " The Bairns." 

"An exceedingly well-told story, full of incidents of an attractive charac- 
ter."— Public Opinion. 

VII. 

Seventh Edition. 

THE BAIRNS) OR, JANETS LOVE 
AND SERVICE. 

A new Illustrated Edition in the press. 

"A very charnrng Canadian tale. Few more touching and attractive 
delineations of religious life in Canada have appeared. The descriptions are 
:i.s truthful as the story is interesting."— British Quarterly Review. 



Third and Cheaper Edition. 
In Crown 8to, handsomely bound in cloth, price 3s. 6<L 

D. L. MOODY AND HIS WORK. 

By Rev. W. H. DANIELS, M.A., Chicago. 
With Steel Engraving and Four Illustrations. 

"Ten thousand copies of the first edition of this work have been sold. 
The present edition, which is published at $s. 6d., contains all that was most 
interesting and valuable in the larger volume. Mr. Daniels knew all about 
Mr. Moody's early life, and all about his work at Chicago ; the biographical 
part of his work is excellently done : it is as interesting as a romance. We 
heartily commend the book to our readers. They will find it very interesting 
and very stimulating." — Congregationalist. 



Eleventh Thousand. 
With a Portrait Crown 8vo, cloth, price 3s. 6d. 

THE LIFE OF THOMAS COOPER. 

Written by Himself. 

"The old man fights his battles over again with a vigour and enjoyment 
that can hardly fail to amuse and interest the readers of the stirring narrative. 
No one can read Mr. Cooper's autobiography without strong feelings of 
admiration and respect, or his ' Purgatory of Suicides ' without recognising 
in it creative imagination and true poetic fire." — Spectator. 



New and Cheaper Edition. 
With Fine Portrait. Crown 8vo., cloth, price 3s. 6d. 

THE LIFE OF THE REV. ALFRED 

COOKMAN, 

Of the Methodist Episcopal Church of America, with an account 
of his Father, the Rev. G. G. Cookman. 

By the Rev. H. B. RIDGAWAY, D.D. 

With an Introduction 

By W. MORLEY PUNSHON, LL.D. 

*« We confess to have been taken completely captive by thfc beautiful 
book. If we mistake not. it will prove to be one of the richest biographical 
treasures of the Church. —Watchman. 

6 



~, — N 



